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Message from the State Executive Director 
Thank you for taking the time to read our FSA newsletter. I am 
honored to have been appointed as the State Executive 
Director for the USDA Farm Service Agency in Connecticut. I’ve 
spent more than a decade dedicated to the support of New 
England agriculture and am thrilled to be able to focus my 
efforts on helping FSA improve access and to serve producers 
equitably and across our beautiful state. 

Just in the few weeks since I began, I have been nothing but 
impressed with the FSA staff AND the hard-working producers 
of the Nutmeg State. I look forward to partnering with both staff 
and producers to better serve Connecticut’s wonderful 
agricultural community. For those of you who do not know me 
here is a quick introduction: 

Before joining FSA, I served as the New England Regional 
Deputy Director for American Farmland Trust (AFT), where I 

developed AFT’s regional Climate and Agriculture program focused on supporting 
farmers across New England in their efforts to adopt climate smart agriculture through 
innovative technical and financial assistance.   

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_9
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_2
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_3
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_4
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_4
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_5
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_6
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_7
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_7
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=claire&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#link_8


I have 18 years of experience as an educator in the field and in the classroom. I earned 
my Ph.D. in Plant and Soil Sciences through the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
UMass Amherst, with research focused on improving soil health on farmland in the 
Connecticut River Valley. While at UMass, I was also a part of the Crops, Dairy, 
Livestock, and Equine Extension Team. I currently live in Simsbury with my husband 
Ray, a professor at Southern Connecticut State University, and our 5-year-old daughter. 

Here at Connecticut FSA, we want to make sure you’re aware of the many programs and 
services our team can provide. I encourage you to take note of the upcoming program 
deadlines, read through the important information below, and reach out to your local service 
center to learn more about how FSA programs may assist you in achieving your farming 
goals. 

The list of work to get done is long in the summer months and FSA is here to help. Please 
give us a call or schedule an appointment at your local county service center. 

Wishing everyone a safe and productive summer season, 

Emily J. Cole, PhD 

State Executive Director 

Important Dates and Reminders 

County Committee 
Nomination Period 

Opens 
June 
15th 

One County Committee seat is up for re-election in each of 
the following Local Administrative Areas (LAA): 

Hartford/Tolland LAA 4 
Litchfield/Fairfield LAA 1 
New London LAA 1 
Windham LAA 1 
Middlesex/New Haven LAA 3 

Juneteeth National 
Independence Day 
(Observed) 

June 
20th FSA Offices are closed. 

Independence Day July 4th FSA Offices are closed. 

Acreage Reporting 
Deadline July 15th 

Cabbage (Planted 3/19/22-5/31/22), Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Hybrid Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, 
Soybeans, Sugar Beets, Tomatoes, and all other crops. 
Report Perennial Forage Crops. 

**Hemp – Acreage 
Reporting Deadline July 15th Please note - this is the correct deadline. Prior 

announcements may have included a different date. 
Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP) Phase 
1 

Open 
Now 

For crop, tree, bush, and vine production losses due to 
qualifying natural disaster in 2020 and 2021. 

 

 

Sign Up to be Counted in the 2022 Census of 
Agriculture by June 30 



Your voice. Your future. Your opportunity! 

Sign up and be counted in the 2022 Ag Census! Agriculture producers who did not receive the 
2017 Census of Agriculture and do not receive other USDA surveys or censuses have until 
June 30 to sign up to receive the 2022 Census of Agriculture at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. 
This once-every-five-years data collection begins this November. 

The Ag Census includes every American operation – large or small, urban or rural – from 
which $1,000 or more of agricultural products are produced and sold, or would normally be 
produced and sold, in the ag census year. This can include hobby farms with livestock, such 
as chickens or horses, or crops growing in the backyard or on a rooftop. The data inform 
policy and program decisions that directly impact producers, their operations, industries, and 
communities. A complete count, with every producer getting and taking the opportunity to be 
represented in these data, is vital. 

On the NASS Ag Census webpage, producers can also access frequently asked questions, 
explore past and current Ag Census data, access tools to help spread the word about the 
upcoming Ag Census, learn about Ag Census special studies, and more. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items 
for Eligible Farmer 
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, 
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the 
continued impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more 
frequent, more intense natural disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President 



Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not 
always been included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, 
easier-to-access program that could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first 
phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on 
a faster timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers 
who do not have existing data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, 
which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in previously implemented emergency 
assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application 
process, and provides estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate 
application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one 
payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 minutes) for producers 
to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you 
have NAP coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on 
ERP Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster 
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop 
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying 
natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter 
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable). 

https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_2020_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_2021_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 
Certain Programs (if applicable). 

• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable 
affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms 
on file. However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact 
your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased 
by 15% of the calculated ERP payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form 
on file with FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop 
insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available 
crop years, as determined by the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP 
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a 
producer’s particular crops. The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage 
to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, 
producers who have direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 
We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet  
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/05/16/usda-provide-approximately-6-billion-commodity-and-specialty-crop?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#erp
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Federal_Notices/erp_nofa.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock 
Relief Program. At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted 
livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as 
possible. We learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you 
as swiftly as we can. 

 

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase 
Equity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better 
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These improvements 
are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, including farm loans that 
provide important access to capital for covering operating expenses and purchasing land and 
equipment. 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan borrowers, 
who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance on a material 
action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers may have been 
required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan with higher interest 
rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing. 

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency 
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide 
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to 
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which 
was determined to be noncompliant, or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for the 
loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully 
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in 
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation. 

Additional Updates 

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has 
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously 
implemented include: 

• Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm 
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience. 

• Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a 
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee. 

• Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers. 



• Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain eligibility 
for an Emergency loan. 

• Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural 
Certified Mediation Program. 

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the Federal 
Register. 

More Background  

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA 
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ Property 
Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land 
ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish partnerships 
with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically underserved 
farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in participation by historically 
underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key 
pandemic assistance program, since April 2021. 

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of past-
due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the economic 
hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. 
Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment 
to discuss loan options.   

 

USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and 
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2020 and 
2021 Natural Disasters 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that commodity and specialty 
crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin 
receiving emergency relief payments totaling approximately $6 billion through the Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to offset crop yield and value 
losses. 

Background 

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding 
and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter 
storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA 
recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire through the first phase 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/03/09/2022-04858/farm-loan-programs-direct-and-guaranteed-loan-changes-certified-mediation-program-and-guaranteed?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/03/09/2022-04858/farm-loan-programs-direct-and-guaranteed-loan-changes-certified-mediation-program-and-guaranteed?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/update-no-accelerating-or-foreclosing-on-any-direct-loans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/update-no-accelerating-or-foreclosing-on-any-direct-loans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/spanish/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of the 
Act. 

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates 
that phase one ERP benefits will reach more than 220,000 producers who received 
indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,000 producers who 
obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses. 

ERP Eligibility – Phase One    

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster 
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop 
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying 
natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter 
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought, and related conditions. 

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss 
occurred was rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a: 

• D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or 
• D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity. 

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief 
website. 

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled 
application forms to producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This 
form includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process and provides ERP 
payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation 
that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. 

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the 
ERP phase one deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for 
Farm Programs: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 

Certain Programs (if applicable). 
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 

Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year. 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 

conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable 
affiliates. 

https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_2020_factsheet_v2.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_2021_factsheet_v2.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the 
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office. 

ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One 

For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and 
unit will depend on the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer. Each calculation 
will use an ERP factor based on the producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage. 

• Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage 
ranging from catastrophic to at least 80% coverage. 

• NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from 
catastrophic to 65% coverage. 

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and 
in the program fact sheet. 

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding 
and that cumulative payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by 
the Act. 

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop 
insurance policies. 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased 
by 15% of the calculated payment for crops having insurance coverage or NAP. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-
860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 program year. 

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021 
cannot be separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as 
defined by the applicable crop insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be 
calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all eligible causes of loss. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment 
based on crop, tree, bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop 
insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available 
crop years, as determined by the Secretary.  Participants must obtain crop insurance or NAP, 
as may be applicable: 

• At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or 
• At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP 
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


producer’s particular crops.  The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage 
to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers) 

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop 
producers.  Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data 
will both speed implementation and further encourage participation in these permanent 
programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress intended. 

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did 
not participate in or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged 
for phase one implementation.  When phase one payment processing is complete, the 
remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified under phase two. 

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders 
informed as program details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in 
the Notice of Funding Availability. 

Additional Commodity Loss Assistance 

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded 
through the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and 
will be announced in a future rule in the Federal Register. 

More Information 

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including 
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers 
should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. 

 

USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding 
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds are 
targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to 
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be eligible for 
a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 percent to cover 
certain conservation practices. 
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• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management. 

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to 
succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 

 

New to Farming Because of Pandemic? USDA Can 
Help 
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to 
farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming – on everything 
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. 

Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA 
can help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer 
ID) and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA 
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an 
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal 
ability to enter into contracts with USDA. 

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing 
land or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are 
especially popular among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our 
Farm Loan Discovery Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your 
bottom line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for 
financial assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about 
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some of the conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation 
at Work Video Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for 
land that is not optimal for production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There 
are many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, 
including organic and sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, 
Rural Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with 
USDA, contact your local USDA service center. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs 
of Organic, Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and 
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) 
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers 
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for 
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022. 

OTECP covers: 

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category). 
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 

inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750). 
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200). 
• Soil testing (75% up to $100). 

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022. 

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees. 

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have 
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until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are 
received. 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local 
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating 
State agencies. 

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and 
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem 
on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate 
your contract for the program year.  
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